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nal Giulio de' Medici, came to Florence to take charge of the
Government and of herself. We have seen the far-reaching
schemes which he formed regarding her future and that ot
the family, and the use that he would make of this orphan
girl to advance the latter. And we have seen in what some
of those schemes resulted. But we have now to look at
Catherine herself, and at her life from the time when she
first looked on the world from the windows of the Medici
Palace in the Via Larga, Florence

Her childhood was passed in the midst of stormy episodes,
the rage of furious mobs, the clash of arms, and the sound
of guns. When she was six months old she was taken to Rome
(a difficult journey for a baby in those days, and performed
by her piobably in a pannier on a mule's back), and \vari
placed by her great-uncle, Leo X, in the charge of her aunt,
Clarice Strozzi. She remained at Rome till she was six, by
which time Cardinal Giulio had become Pope Clement VII,
and the commotions were beginning which ended in the sack
of the Vatican. As, therefore, Rome was becoming ton dis-
turbed a residence, she was, in 1525, sent back to Florence
to her home in the Medici Palace, where she was placed under
the charge of Cardinal^ Passeiini, at that time governing
Florence in the Medici interest, and in whose charge were
also the two boys of sixteen and fourteen, Ippolito and Ales-
sandro: the former much liked, but the latter cordially de-
tested, by the six-year-old Catherine.

For the next two years Catherine remained amidst these
surroundings, lessons in the various subjects then considered
necessary for every well-born girl18 occupying most of her
time, varied by frequent battles with Alessandro, the quarrels
between the two becoming at last so pronounced that Ales'
sandro was sent away to live at the villa of Poggio a Caiano.
Then, when Catherine was eight years old, there took place
in Rome the catastrophe of 1527, and news reached Florence
that the Papal city had been taken and sacked and awful
horrors perpetrated, and that the Pope was being besieged irt